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Abstract

A dynamic wind of changes has been blowing to internationalize Japanese higher
education with a drastic national policy recruiting 300,000 foreign students by 2020. This
paper aims to review the footprints that Japanese higher education has marked along its
internationalization process and to seek its rationale. Some of the questions asked are:
when the internationalization of Japanese universities started, how it has been shifted,
and how national policies have served the promotion of internationalization of higher
education. The ERASMUS programme will be overviewed for comparison. The paper argues
internationalization is an opportunity for universities to meet the global standard with

curriculum and organizational reforms in a global era.
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