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Abstmct

 This paper examines the vocabulary usage of Topic Studies III te1evision news

transcripts from materia1s used from1993t01998to determine the frequency of the

vocabulary used．It is hoped this information wi11 he1p further understanding of the

terms students need in order to be successful in this course．
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                抄     録

 本稿では、1993－1998年度のトピックスタディーズIIIにおいて使用したTVニュース

に現われた語彙の頻度を検証する。これによって期待できることは、学生がこのクラスで

必要とされる語彙をさらに理解できるようになることであろう。

キーワード：語彙、頻度、コンコーダンス、ニュース

（1999年9月6日 受理）
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I皿trOd11Cti0皿

   The Topic Studies III course at Osaka Jogakuin Junior Co11ege w早s first im・

p1emented in1988when the then“new”curriculum was adopted，and retained

fo11owing the co11ege’s1998curricu1um revision．All second＿year students are re－

quired to take，and pass，two一一terms of the course in order to graduate．It continues to

be，a㏄ording to numerous post＿graduate questiomaires，one of the co11ege’s most

apPreciated courses despite its difficu1ty1

   In brief，TSIII is a current news course which covers a sing1e current events topic

during two70＿minute periods．Classes meet approximate1y20times each term．（Prior

to the1998curricu1um revision，the course was a fun＿year course he1d two50＿minute

periods during the26＿week schoo1year．）

   Instructors，on a rotating basis，se1ect a news topic from commercia11y broadcast

television reports．The se1ected news story，about a current event，an economic trend

or problem，or an on＿going news issue，is between two and three minutes long．This

broadcast is then transcribed，a print artic1e about the topic is se1ected，and a series

of comprehension worksheets，vocabulary1ists，discussion questions，and quizzes are

prepared．These materials are used by a11c1asses，

   In spite of its prominence within the OJJC curriculum，1itt1e has been done to

ana1yze the course’s contents．One aspect of the course that warrants examination is

the vocabu1ary wh1ch appears1n the te1ev1s1on news broadcasts As a11OJJC students

are required to take TSm，understanding the vocabu1ary most1ike1y to appear

during the course is not an unrea1istic expectation．In other words，what vocabu1ary

should OJJC students be expected to know at the end of the first＿year in order to be

more successful in TSIIIl

   To this end，I decided to build and analyze a concordance of the vocabu1ary used

in the news broadcasts se1ected by TSIII instructors．

Proced㎜re

   TSIII news broadcast transcripts used during the1ast six complete years，1993t0

1998，were first co11ected．As no computer version existed for some transcripts，those

from1993through1997were then scamed using a Canon CanoScan600scamer and

the E．Typist version’97（1997）computer program．This program converted the

digita1image into text fi1es．The resu1ting texts of the transcripts scripts were then

compared to the griginal versions and corrections made to ensure the scanned text

matched the origina1transcript．The scanned text fi1es and the text files of the1998

transcripts were then combined into files containing the transcripts for each year’s
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news broadcasts and a file containing a11 transcripts from the six＿year period．

Concordances of these fi1es were then built using Conc version1．80（Thomas＆

Hatton，1996）to arrive at the corpus of TSIII vocabu1ary．

   These files were then indexed by word frequencyl These word frequency lists

were then transferred into Microsoft Exce198fi1es（1998）and the lists sorted by

frequency．These1ists were then edited to e1iminate the line number attached by

Conc and errant characters misinterpreted as words（ile．quotation marks and apos－

trophes）．Lists were also edited to combine sing・u1ar and plura1instances of the same

word（e．g．war，wars），different forms of the same verb（e．g．take，takes，took，taken），

comparative and superlative forms of a word（e．g．short，shorter，shortest），and

possessives（e．g．cOmPany，COmPany’S）．

   These sorted1ists were then transferred into Microsoft Word98（1998）．After

bui1ding a1ist based on the frequency of a11 words，it was decided that for the

purposes of bui1ding a1ist appropriate for use with first＿year OJJC students，further

editing was needed．This necessitate the generation of three different1ists．The first

was the unedited list of words in order of frequency regardless of word type．The

second1ist fo11owed Bauman’s（1999a）compilation standards for the General Service

List（GSL〕，which meant that different forms of a word were combined．The third1ist

was developed in order to provide a basic list of the frequent content words in the

TSIII transcripts．For this1ist，it was decided to e1iminate pronouns，prepositions，

articles，conjmctions，modals，cardinal and ordina1numbers，negative markers，

interrogatives，honorific tit1es，months，and days of the week．Also e1iminated were

the verbs be，have，do，go and say in all forms．In addition，non＿English words（e．g．

mツeτ，s〃gα施gαmα｛），proper nouns（i1e．names），and acronyms were e1iminated because

they genera11y appeared in only one broadcast over the six years examined．Speech

markers such as’ah’were a1so de1eted from the word hst．The resu1ting1ist，though

much shorter，was then heavi1y weighted toward content words（i，e．noms and

verbs）．This content1ist was felt to more accurate1y indicate the types of vocabulary

students would need to know to be successful in TSIII．

   The lists were then compared to Bauman’s version of the GSL（1999b）of Eng1ish

word frequency，revised from the list origina11y deve1oped by West in1953．

ReS111tS

   First，overa11 statistics regarding the word frequency in the six years under

consideration indicate that35，971words were used，of which5，547were different

words．The highest number of words appeared in1997（6，591）when18topics were

covered，the1owest in1998（4，928）when14topics were used（see Table1）．
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Tab1e1：Word Co皿皿t by Ye8r

Year

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

Number of topics

      19

      18

      18

      18

      18

      14

Number of words

     6．546

     5．782

     5．927

     6．197

     6．591

     4，928

   The overa11frequency1ist was then examined to see which words were the most

common overa11（see Tab1e2〕．The most frequent word，“the”o㏄urred2，024times．No

other word had more than1，OOO instances over the six years examined．The next five

most frequent word were“to”（941times），“of”（809），“and”（716），“a”（688），and“in”（632）．

The twenty most frequent words in the unedited1ist appear in Table2．This1ist was

not edited to combine various forms of a word at this point．

Table2：The20Most Fre叩ent Words fmm舳。 Umditod List

Rank  Word Frequency Comt Rank  Word Frequency Count
 1      the         2024

2     to        941

3     of        809

4    and       716

5    a       688

6     in        632

7      that          392

8     is        388

9    for       298

10      are           257

11    on       248

12     it        236

14     they         223

14     this         212

15    was      211

16     have        202

17   with      198

18     as        193

19     but         175

20     not         160

   As with the GSL（Bauman，1999b），which examined a much1arger corpus，the

most frequent word was“the”in the TSIII transcripts．Bauman’s number two word，

“be”was ranked21st on the overa111ist of frequency，but when an forms of the verb

were combined，fo11owing the GSL compilation guide1ines，the frequency count was

986，enough to make this verb second on the overa11frequency list．When revised to

combine forms of the same word，the TSIII word frequency more c1osely，though not

identica11y，mirrors the frequency ranking on the GSL（see Tab1e3）．

 Two words from the20most frequent on the GSL list were missing from the top20

of the TSIII1ist edited fo11owing the GSL compi1ation standardsl These words were
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Tab1e3：Comp肌iso皿。f GSL and TSIII（Combimd〕Word肘e叩emy Rank

GSL Rank

    1

    2

    6

    3

    5

    4

    7

    9

   11

   10

   13

   12

   18

   22

    8

   15

   16

   26

   17

   20

TSIII Word

   the

   be

    tO

    of

    a

   and

    in

  have

   that

    it

   they

   for

   On

   this

   he

   with

    aS

   but

   nOt

    at

Count

2024

 986

 941

 809

 807

 716

 632

 431

 392

 382

 325

 298

 248

 212

 211

  198

 193

  175

 160

  152

TSIII Rank

    1

    2

    3

    4

    5

    6

    7

    8

    9

    10

    11

    12

    13

    14

    15

    16

    17

    18

    19

   20

“I”（GSL14；TSIII30）and“she’’（GSL19；TSIII69）．

   The examination of the edited word1ist revealed that the most frequent1y

appearing“content”words were“today”and“year”（117each），fo11owed by the verb

“say” i11I〕．No other word recorded more than1OO instances over the six years

examined．The next1O most frequent words were“now”（91），“a11”（90），“peop1e”（88），

“govemment”（86），“sail”（81），“about”（79），“new”（74），“president”（71〕，“country”（67），

and“some”（67）．A list of the most frequent words，the374words with at1east1O

instances on the edited list of content words，appears in the Appendix．

Disc㎜ssiom

   As expected，the most frequent words used in the TSIII news broadcasts during

the six years surveyed were those which also appeared near the top of the GSL list，

primari1y artic1es，Prepositions，conjunctions，and high frequency verbs such as“be”

and“have．”Whilethisgroupof words are essentia1forOJJC students’overa11 English
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abi1ity，it a1so represents primari1y grammatica1markers that are not the focus of the

TSIII course．

   As the focus of the course is on understanding world events，and improving

Eng1ish listening and discussion ability，the content list（Appendix）provides far

more information about the words students shou1d be expected to know in order t0

be successful in the TSIII course．Examination of this list revea1s that many of the

words are those which appear in high school Eng1ish materia1（e．g．people，govern－

ment，time，child）．However，some o㏄ur far1ess often and shou1d be considered as

words that are essential to cover during the first＿year curricu1um（e．g．minister＿36，

policy＿32，mi1itary＿29，representation＿26，vioIence＿24）．

   Usage of some of these words varies from how they are currently introduced the

in first＿year curricu1um．For instance，“minister”appears in the TSIII curricu1um in

reference to“prime minister，’’“cabinet minister，”and other such govemment posi－

tions．However，in the first＿year courses，it is introduced in Unit2in reference to the

1eader of Protestant denominations，Introducing students to a1temate definitions of

words is one concem that needs to be addressed．In other words，this1ist deserves

further consideration during future revisions of the first＿year curriculum，C1oser

exammat1on of the11st generated，and compar1son of1t to both the vocabu1ary

expected forJapanese high schoo1students and that used in first－year courses，would

indicate which of the words are necessary to inc1ude and a1temate definitions of

words that need to be covered．

   In addition，there were some surprises among those words o㏄urring g times，

words in first500in frequency on the TSIII edited1ist．I These included“ammonia，”

“clone，”“discrimination，”and“nicotine，”a11 words with far less frequency on the GSL．

This，too，deserves further examination as a1ist of essentia1words is developed．

   At the other end of the frequency list，a number of words with much higher

frequencies on the GSL occurred on1y once．These induded，among many others，

“admire，”“brain，”“coat，”“favorite，”“1esson，’’“owe，”“po1ice，”“shine，”and‘‘wind．”

Comc1山sion

   The examination of the TSIII corpus seems to indicate that the1ists deve1oped

for other sources，such as the GSL，are inappropriate for the purposes of preparing

OJJC students for Topic Studies III．As Sauvignon（1983）so apt1y pointed out，

commercia11y＿avai1ab1e materials，because they are written for a genera1audience，

cannot meet the needs of a11teachers and leamers．Obviously，a TSIII specific

vocabu1ary list，one which e1iminates common1y occurring words a1ready leamed，

wou1d benefit1eamers．
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   As such，the deve1opment of the concordance of words used in TSIII transcripts

from1993t01998is on1y the first steP in a much1arger project．A complete

concordance covering a11transcripts used in every year of the course needs to be

created．In addition，the articles used in the course，as we11as the additional work－

sheets and quiz materials developed for use in the course，need to be added to this

concordance．Furthermore，a111ists need to be ana1yzed more closely to determine

which of the vocabu1ary items need to be covered during the first year of study at

OJJC and the context in which these items shou1d be taught．These projects wi11

bring us c1oser to understanding what vocabu1ary items are essential for every

student to be successfu1in TSIII．

Note

1 Because of space requirements，the more than5，OOO words with less than1O

   occurrences are not included in the Appendix．A complete list of the words found

   in this examination of the TSIII corpus can be obtained from the author upon

   requeSt．

l1己eferemces

Bauman，J．（1999a〕．About the genera1service1ist．Intemet，July1O，1999，〈http：

   p1aza3．mbm．or．jp／～bauman／aboutgs1．html〉．

Bauman，J．｛1995b）．The actua12，284words，with frequency numbers．Intemet，July1O，1999，

   〈http：p1aza3．mbm．or．jp／～bauman／gs1．html〉．

E．typist version’97［Computer program］．（1997〕．Tokyo：Media Drive Corporation．

Microsoft Exce198［Computer program］．（1998〕．Seattle，WA：Microsoft Corp．

Microsoft Word98［Computer program］．11998）．Seatt1e，WA：Microsoft Corp．

Sauvignon，S．（1983）．Comm〃mcα切e comカe姥肌邊＝肋ωηmd ciωsmomクmc地ε．丁伽おmδco〃拓鮒s

   肋s㏄omdぬm馳αg色㎏αm伽g．Reading．MA：Addison＿Wes1ey．

Thomas，J．＆Hatton，J．（1996〕．Conc version l，80，beta3［Computer program］．NY：Summer

   Institute of Linguistics．
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           A岬㎝di■A：Co舳e皿t Words w仙10or More I皿stam㏄s lW＝374）

Word   Count

today・…      117

year       ・・117

Say…        111

nOW・…     g1
au・・・・…        90

PeOPle’      ・88

90vemment  ・86
make      ・83

sail       ・81

about        ・79

new…      ・74

president     ・71

country      ・・67

some      ・67

9et       ・66

just         ・・65

time…     65

world      ・62

over……・・…   ・61

Iast       ・60

many     ・・57

0ther        ・・57

take・“・・… ”    ・57

day      ・51
1itt1e・…         49

think        ・49

come     ・・47

1ike       ・47

9ood         ・・46

stin          ・・44

city          ・・43

peacefu1・・…    43

know      ・・42

official       ・42

0n1y．．．      ・・42

kiu        ・41

nation・… “・“   ・41

tonight      ・41

calI       ・40

1ive       ・40

begin       ・・39

nlan一・一一・・…    39

Ieader・・・・・・…    38

because      ・37

chi』d          ・37

minister……  ・36

news      ・36

po1itica1・・…     36

work       ・36

another       ・35

most      ・35

student      ・35

use       ・・35

much       ・34

north        ・34

want      ・34

against      ・・33

company   ・33
vote・・・・…      33

even・・・…       32

force         ・・32

give・…        32

01d       ・32

pO1icy．’・・・…    32

state         ・32

war…・    ・32

way…・・…    32

1aw        ・31

try       ・31

build        ・30

week      ・・30

back       ・29

mi1itary……・…・・29

seed・・…        29

ta1k・・・…      29

1ate          ・・28

repOrt’’’．・・・・・・・… 28

tobacco      ・・28

a1ready      ・・27

change       ・27

end       ・・27

off        ・27

ago      ・26

down      ・26

month……・  ・26
nuclear      ・・26

prince・…      26

「eP「esentatiOn… 26

attack・・・・…    25

believe       ・25

case・・・・・…       25

fami1y……   ・25

found        ・25

－0n9’．’      ・25

Iook・・・・…      25

party        ・・25

any      ・・24

bomb      ・24

ear1y         ・24

group・・・…     24

high・・・・…      24

home      ・24

market    ・24
viO1ence’’…    24

car        ・23

great        ・23

issue        ・23

need・・・・・・・…     23

sheep        ・23

thing        ・23

tr00p        ・23

woman    ・23
actiOn．．．一・    ・22

do11ar        ・22

every        ・22

fight       ・・22

Iife        ・22

right        ■22

wha1e・・…    22

become    ・21
big       ・21

hour・・・・・…     21

internationa1…  21

miuion     ・21

money……・  ・21

see        ・21

south        ・21

stop・… 一・…・…・ 一21

through・・・・・…  21

around       ・20

computer   ・20
consider・・・・…   20

continue・    ・20

job      ・20
1eave         ・20

meet      ・20

such・・・・・・・・・…   20

charge・・・…     19

decision・“・   ・19

die        ・19

find・・・・…      19

fire       ・19

grOW      ・19
ho1d・・… “・・・・…   19

house       ・19

kid        ・19

place        ・19

then・・・・・…     19

train         ・19

workers…   ・19

yOung・…      19

death        ・18

debate・・・・・…    18

election       ・18

evenin9      ・18

few       ・18

genera1      ・18

hard・…       18

helP・・・・・…     18

mother    ・・18

ru1e・・・・・・    … 18

sanctuary     ・18

shoulder・・…    18

strong・・…      18

test       ・18

turn・・…       18

weapon     ・18

weu…      18

whi1e      ・18

white      ・18

agreement・…・・17

auow      ・17
area・・・…        17

ask       ・・17

b1ack        ・17

council      ・17

hope      ・17

inc1ude      ・17

never        ・17

percentage… … ・17

p1ant        ・17

problem・…・ ・17
setback      ・・17

trade        ・・17

administration…16
agree        ・16

capital・…      16

crime     ・16
dea1・        ・16

far       ・16

fee1       ・16

future・…      16

industry・・・・・…  16

night        ・16

oPen      ・16

own…・    ・16
Partial・…      16

powerfu］    ・16

process       ・16

sexua1・・…     16

air       ・15

base・・・・・… ……… 15

clear         ・15

cOntrOl       ・15

despite      ・・15

enough       ・15
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foreign       ・15

free       ・15

ha1f・・・…       15

keep・・・…       15

1ead・・・…       15

member……  15
nationa1・…・  ・15

ne90tiatiOn    ・15

put      ・15

return…       15

secret         ・15

story         ・15

town       ・15

united…      15

university一   ・15

victim…    15
yesterday      ・15

again        ・14

break        ・14

close         ・14

dead・・・・…      14

expect一・     ・14

face・・・・…       14

fear・・・・…       14

hapPen       ・14

hospita1      ・14

important   ・14

1imit…・…    14

mean       ・14

question・・・…    14

rear・・・・…       14

start・・・・…       14

themselves  ・14
aid        ・13

anima1・…    13

away     ・13
batt1e        ・13

bring        ・13

fact       ・13

heavy・…      13

human     ・13
instead       ・13

10se ・・・・…       13

10t

often

order

P1anes・・・・…

racial

spend
Street

study

supPort

threaten・…

aCt

advertising

ladS）

affirmative

airbag・・・・…

bad

ban
both・・・・・… …

business… “

Care．．．．．“一一．

CauSe
chairman

Cigarette・・…

crowd一…・
drink

droP・・・・・・… “

effect

eVer’’’一．．’’一．

former……・・

hea1th・・・・…

inCreaSe・・…

inVO1Ve

meSSage一’I’．

mOrning…・・

northern・・…

parliamentary

popu1ation・・

prOduce・・…

PrOtestant・・

safe・・・・・・・・…

sch001一一一．’’■．

schoo1boy

SeVere．．‘．’一．．

sniper・………   12

soon…        12

stay…        12

sure・…        12

surrogate     ・12

te1evision     ・12

waming・……  12
accept・・・・・・・…   11

almOSt・…・・・…  11

aPPear・・・・・・・…   11

body     ・11
buy…        11

COmmerCia1  ・11
direct          ・11

dozen        ・11

each…        11

eCOnOmiC     ・n

gun…        11

harassment  ・11
kind・…        11

1ocal…         11

nothin9      ・11

number    ・11
0ffer．．        ．11

part・…        11

patch        ・11

Poll      ・11

position・・・・…   11

pub1icity      ・11

quiet        ・11

relationship   ・11

retrained     ・11

send・…        11

soldier一・・・・・…    11

strike        ・11

target… ““・… ｝”11

though       ・11

until        ・11

ab1e・…        1O

according     ・1O

add       ・10

affect         ・1O

aid        ・1O

annOunCe

army
b1ame…・
chip・・・・…

coa1ition・

COmmunity
Credit

decide・…

demand
destroy

effort

eVent

everythin9・・

faCility

gir1

history

inspection・…

intereSt

itse1f

land・・・・…

large

1ine

majOr““・

medical

mOVe
OPeratiOn

OVerSeaS．
product

P「og「am“

prOPOSe
remain
Sign・・・・…

Signa1・…

Sit・・・・・… “・

Smile

sPeak

Wait一…・

whether－
word
yet

・1O

・1O

・1O

・1O

・lO

・1O

・1O

・10

・1O

・1O

・10

・10

・10

・10

・1O

・10

10

・1O

・1O

・1O

・1O

・1O

・1O

・10

・1O

・10

・10

・1O

・1O

・1O

・1O

・10

・・ PO

・10

・1O

・1O

・10

・10

・1o

・1O
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