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Abstract

Despite the passage of seven and a half years after the enactment of the Nursing Care
Insurance Law in Japan, the present conditions surrounding the nursing care insurance
system are still fluctuating due to the changes made in the system accompanied by the
revision of the Law and some financial challenges that the system faces. Those in need of care
and their family members are in the central part of the nursing care insurance system, and
are most susceptible to whatever changes that the system is subjected to. While focusing on
the development of the family crisis that have been experienced by those in need of care and
their family members, this article aims to identify the future direction and future challenges
of the nursing care insurance system taking the reshuffling of the roles to be played among
family members, attitudes of family members towards the care itself, and social impacts that

the family crisis have caused into considerations.
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