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Abstract

Among many reports and researches about Japanese children overseas, particularly
much is said about the relationships between the Japanese and the people of the local
community. Generally speaking, it is difficult for Japanese children to establish close relation-
ships with local community children. In 1983, a new type of Japanese school opened in
Australia, where the Japanese school was built on the campus of an Australian school. The
unique aspect of this school is that it is neither a joint school between the Australian and
Japanese, nor a full-day Japanese school which has become a part of a local primary school.
The research was conducted in cooperation with the Japanese Studies Centre in Melbourne
and especially concentrated on the interaction between Japanese and Australian children.
The outcomes raise various suggestions not only for the overseas Japanese school but for

future cross—cultural relationships between Japanese children and children in other cultures.

Keywords: Education for Japanese children overseas, Friendship network, Cross—cultural
interaction (Received August 25, 1995)
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