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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze and discuss the current situation by focusing
on various forms of hands-on experience that complement the traditional teaching
practicum taken in university teacher training courses. Teaching practicum is often
conducted in the fourth year, but it would be beneficial for future teachers to have the
opportunity to meet with children and students before that time. Here are three types
of potential programs: a university course such as “educational internship” which is a
separate subject from teaching practicum; “school internship/volunteer” offered by local
boards of education or municipalities; and hands-on experience which is offered as a part
of “teacher training academies” organized by boards of education. The characteristics,

problems, and challenges of these programs will be discussed.
Keywords: teaching practicum, teacher training course, school internship,

board of education, teacher training academies
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