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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify the characteristics of research on facilitation
from the interdisciplinary perspective. With regard to what facilitation is, the study
reviews the literature across six academic and research areas: sociology, international
development studies, peace studies, psychology, business management, and English
pedagogy. It then compares the literature reviews to see “what kind of research is
essentially research on facilitation.” As a result, the following three characteristics of
research on facilitation have been identified. First, the depth and direction of the research
differ in each area. Second, the phenomenon of facilitation can be analyzed and considered
from various aspects. Third, research on facilitation in each area sometimes exhibits

common roots and influences each other.
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