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Abstract

This study describes the Online First-Year Experience seminar at Osaka Jogakuin
University (OJU). The purpose of the class was to develop critical thinking through news
media analysis and oral presentation skills. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020
seminar had to be conducted on Zoom for the first time. Participants critically evaluated
themes through newspaper articles, built their thoughts, and gave oral presentations. After
each class, they reflected on their performance, which showed that their self-awareness has
been enhanced through peer presentations. Analysis of their reflections also suggested lesson
plans and approaches to future seminars and demonstrated the benefits of collaborative

learning in the Online First-Year Experience.
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