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Making and Using Word Lists for Language Learning
and Testing

Nation, I.S.P., Amsterdam / Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing

Company, 2016, 210 pages

Word lists are key to good vocabulary course design,
the development of graded extensive listening and
extensive reading materials, research on the lexical load
of materials, and the development of vocabulary test.
The book was written for vocabulary researchers and
curriculum designers, and describes aspects that need to
be considered when they create frequency-based word
lists. As a result, Nation's book will save its readers a great
deal of time and effort, and help vocabulary researchers
and curriculum designers avoid errors when creating word
lists and vocabulary tests. Nation states that when making
a word list we need to consider the purpose for which the
word list is to be used, the design of the corpus from which
the word list will be made, the word counting unit, and
what should and should not be counted as words. The book
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refers to recent research when arguing Language Learning

how list makers should address the above
consideration when making word lists.
A great deal of the current research is
from researchers based in Japan. The
book provides very practical guidelines
for making word lists for pedagogical
and assessment purposes. The book is split into sections
that look at the uses of word lists, deciding what to count
as words, choosing and preparing the corpus, making the
list and using the lists. Among these sections, by far the
longest is deciding what to count as a word. Anyone who
is making a word list for the first time should read this
book to ensure they make their word list efficiently and
effectively.
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