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Worldwide, most educators consider study
abroad an incredibly valuable, high-impact learning
opportunity. In what borders on pedagogical
tautology, however, student learning while
abroad is frequently assumed to be an inevitable
product of simply being there. In Student Learning
Abroad: What Our Students Are Learning, What
Theyre Not, and What We can Do About It,
leading researchers in the field of study abroad in
higher education study abroad impact is limited
unless administrators, faculty, and staff have paid
considerable attention to program design.

This highly-influential volume consists of
three sections. In section one, Setting the Stage,
paradigms and assumptions about student learning
abroad, as well as a review of recent research on
study abroad outcomes are presented. Section two,
Foundations of Teaching and Learning, consists of
eight chapters. Highlights are Douglas K. Stuart’s
chapter on Stage Development Theory, Milton J.
Bennett’s discussion of the Developmental Model
of Intercultural Sensitivity, and Angela M. Passarelli
and David A. Kolb's chapter connecting Kolb’s
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best practices facilitating student
intercultural growth during their .
time abroad. The editors close the book with six
specific, actionable recommendations for study
abroad program administrators and faculty.

Student Learning Abroad is an absolute must-
read for everyone involved with study abroad,
particularly if they are interested in maximizing
the learning potential of student sojourns. The
actionable advice offered is applicable to both
the students we send abroad as well as those
hosted at our own institutions. The text focuses on
intercultural growth, however language teachers
connected to study abroad will also benefit by
adding this volume to their library. This is highly
recommended reading.
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