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History may not repeat itself, the adage goes, but it
rhymes. In a modern world of global interconnectivity
and intertwining relationships that today cover the
entire world, how far back should academics and
politicians go to look for rhymes? According to
acclaimed Harvard University professor Alison Graham
in his latest work, “Destined for War”, two and a half
thousand years gives plenty of food for thought.

Thucydides trap is the theory based on the
Peloponnesian War, from which it interprets that a
rising power causes fear in an established hegemonic
power making them destined for war, regardless of
whether conflict is wanted or not.

Using historical perspectives, the Harvard
Thucydides's Trap Project surveyed cases of rising
powers challenging ruling powers, from which the
book makes a strong historical argument that the
rhythm is possibly playing out again, this time with the
rise of China. Professor Graham implements an array
of different statistics; the country’s trade increased by
100 times since 1980; economic growth (every two
years the economy increases by one India; one Greece
every sixteen weeks!); and a massive foreign exchange
reserve increase compared to the US (from 16% to
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3,140%). The metrics point to a
power on the rise, and if all things
remain as they are the country
will supplant the United States
economically, at the latest, within
the next two decades.

Examining implications through
historical shifts of power, the book
completes an exhaustive study
of 16 previous times where a
dominant hegemonic power was
replaced by a new and rising‘one. The sobering results
are of 12 ending up in war, but the flip side is that
25% of the time there was a peaceful transition.

The mere fact that Thucydides is still discussed
in academia, is a testament to the potency of the
theories he developed, and media acclaim testify to the
influence of Professor Allison. Conclusions of the book
are as inconclusive as any serious work should be
when talking about possible future events. Thucydides
once stated: “History is Philosophy teaching by
example”, and this book leaves readers with the hope
that better understanding of the past will help prevent
more of humanities biggest mistakes.
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