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Second Language Task-Based Performance : Theory,

Research, Assessment

Peter Skehan, Routledge, June2018, 336pp

. Task-based learning and teaching (TBLT) has become an
| increasingly influential field within L2 research and pedagogy,
with Peter Skehan being one of its most respected researchers.
| This volume, which brings together previously published
| works of Skehan, is divided into three sections: theory,
. empirical work (research), and testing and assessment. Each
| section includes articles that have been carefully selected
to include both later and earlier publications, along with a

. reflection on the contents of these publications.

Skehan states in the volume that he does not feel task-based
research has a strong enough empirical base to warrant the
term “theory.” It seems strange, therefore, to choose “theory”
as the first section. However, Skehan uses this section to
“explore just how ready we are to theorise about second

| language task performance” (p.4). It provides an excellent
overview of ideas underlying task performance. This is
followed by the empirical work section which focuses on two
| areas of task-based research — planning and measurement.
The extensive discussion on planning in the reflection chapter

is particularly interesting, while the
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discussion of measurement practices (and
challenges) serves as a useful reminder
of the need to have consistency across
research. The final section explores how
ideas from task-based research can, and
should, be applied to testing.

The republished articles and book
chapters themselves are important within
the field, while the reflection chapters add
details and insight that significantly expand on the information
found in the original publications. As a whole, the volume
provides an excellent overview of both Skehan’s work, and
the development of the field of task-based performance
research. The structure of the book, too, lends itself well to
both individuals who are new to the field, and those looking
to review particular areas. While there is a definite focus
on speaking tasks, this is an excellent resource for anyone
interested in task-based teaching and learning research.
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