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An Inquiry from the Viewpoint of Peace Studies into the Idea of
Nonviolent Resistance in Divine Comedy by Kyojin Onishi
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Abstract

In this paper, the author tries to investigate the idea of nonviolent resistance shown in the
novel Divine Comedy by Kyojin Onishi, one of the modern Japanese novelists after WW 1T, from
the viewpoint of peace studies developed by Johan Galtung. The core idea of Galtung's theory
of peace is extension of the concept of violence, that is, from direct and structural violence to
cultural violence legitimizing and legalizing direct and structural violence. The implications
of nonviolent resistance in the army, the main theme of Divine Comedy with complicated

ramifications will be clarified by applying the concept of cultural violence to its analysis.
Key words: nonviolent resistance, Galtung’s theory of peace,

extension of the concept of violence, cultural violence
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