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Interesting Educational Features: Observing Classes at Manor School

Kaede Takai

I. Introduction

Before visiting Manor School in York, I had some thoughts that I wanted to find things new to me and absorb different ways
or methods hardly seen in Japanese education. As I have already learned that other regions except for Asia have a group-oriented
teaching style, I supposed there would be many activities similar to what we had done at junior and senior high school. However,
all the lessons I attended (observed) with year 9 students at Manor School were much more exciting than I had thought, and I was
much moved because every student was very eager to study. Looking back and thinking about the great differences about how the
lessons were held after observing, I found three interesting educational features at Manor School: various collaborative activities, rich

electronic devices, and students’ positive attitudes towards learning.

II. Interesting educational features seen in classes
A. Various collaborative activities

Since most school classes in Japan are teacher-oriented, teachers spend more time in giving their lectures, and students have less
opportunity to think about the contents by themselves. Yet, every lesson at Manor School has only 10 or 15 minutes for teacher’s
lecture and the rest of class time was spent on collaborative activities. For example, the history teacher had his students do assembly-
line operation, in which students are requested to draw pictures of cars with 4 people. Though the aims were to understand what the U.S.
mass production was, and to learn how fast they could create things by this system, he did not tell them clearly to the students until
this activity finished.

On understanding the rules of the activity, students started to draw as many cars as possible. All of them tried really hard and
seemed excited because they could learn through practical experience. Suppose history teachers in Japan teach the same lesson
objective, what the U.S. mass production is, they will not have their class work as lively as the lesson I saw at Manor School, because
Japanese teachers always use a blackboard with their back Turned to turning their back to students in class. In other words, students
can be motivated not by passive participation but by active participation in class.

There is another example of collaborative activities. In “English” lesson, students tried to design their own front cover page for a
magazine. The teacher first showed some magazines and explained how the front page should be designed in order to attract readers.
Then, she let her students do the work, and the children began to create their own covers without any hesitation. I was surprised at
the scene as we, Japanese people, cannot decide and put our ideas into action so quickly like them. When I was circulating among
students’ desks and checking on their work, I saw some boys drawing soccer magazines and putting their favorite football players in
the center of the page, and some girls were making ones specialized in fashion. Actually, I took “Media Studies” in Theme Studies
course I took last year at OJU, and learned about the effectiveness of how to use language and pictures in advertisements. However, |

think it is better to study it earlier at the age, since this activity may expand students’ interests positively.

B. Rich electronic devices
1. Teacher using computer

Though Manor School is a public city-governed school, they were equipped with rich electronic devices. I saw teachers using
computers quite many times there. At first, teachers used it to check their students’ attendance before starting. I guess the reason
is that students are able to decide which course to take by themselves like Japanese colleges and universities, and teachers may be
confused if they manage it on paper basis. After that, they lowered the screen and showed classwork on it. Most of the teachers at
Manor School were using PPT though there were two small-sized blackboards in the classroom. In addition, the history teacher was
utilizing his iPad in order to record his students’ activity on video. It was really interesting for me because I have never met teachers
taking lots of pictures during lessons. However, it is a great idea and can be used effectively when they review what they have done

in the last class.



2. Students using special devices

When I went into a classroom to observe “Creative Media”, a course of learning skills for being a music editor, I was surprised
not only because there were a lot of musical instruments but also because computers were available per person. Watching and
understanding lectures by the teacher in front of the classroom about how to edit the bass note, students went back to their seats and
worked with a computer. They seemed to enjoy this class with talking with friends and listening to the music other students were
editing.

Moreover, I strongly remember what the history teacher said to his students; “Do you know what you should do if you have any
questions about your homework?”” Then, some students raised their hand and answered that they should see him or send e-mails about
it. At that moment, I felt no wonder, or even I thought why he asked such an easy thing. However, another student added the answer
that they should use “twitter.” I was amazed, but at the same time, I though it is important for the students to be able to access their

teachers easily.

C. Students’ positive attitudes towards learning
1. Showing learning targets
In the case of Japan, some teachers begin their class with review, and others start lectures on new unit. It is very usual and we think
we can learn important points while the lesson makes progress. On the other hand, all the teachers show learning targets in the very
beginning on the screen. Here are lesson objectives I actually saw at Manor.
Course: English
Lesson objectives
(D Design your own front cover for a magazine.
@ Decide who your target audience is (age, gender, what they do for a living/spare time).
@ How will you appeal to your reader? Think about the type of language and images that you will use and what topics you will
cover.
Besides, a teacher of Religious Studies also showed a list of the things the students have to do:
[ You must consider an afterlife and what this looks like.
[ Your world must be one which is the same as our e.g. you cannot fly and bad things still happen.
[J You must present this to the class in the third lesson of the week.
[J Your presentation must be between 3-5 minutes, and questions will be asked after each presentation.
[J Each person must say something.
[J You must present PPT.

If students understand those things in advance, they will be able to learn more efficiently without losing their way.

2. Good atmosphere created by teachers

Most surprising thing in this visit to Manor School was that students had really positive attitudes toward their learning, and no one
fell asleep and got tired of studying. As I have already written above, Japanese teachers often turn their back to the students, and what
is worse; there is less conversation or interaction between the teacher and students. In contrast, there was a good atmosphere at Manor
School and it seemed that the teachers try to figure out good ways to maintain the students’ motivation. For instance, the science
teacher asked the others to express whether they agree or disagree with the answer from other students to the question previously
asked by the teacher. In addition, when she was doing her lecture on ionic compounds and realized that her students looked confused,
she immediately said, “Who (are) completely lost?” Some students raising their hands, she started explaining again. I wondered why
she did not say, “Do you understand?”, which is more common than what she said. I do not know a clearly reason, but I guess it needs

courage for students to say “No” in front of others. That is, she intentionally tried to reduce the pressure from her.

III. Conclusion

Through this observation of some classes at Manor School, I found lots of differences we would never learn from textbooks. I
should carry out collaborative activities in my class if [ become an English teacher in the near future. I feel some difficulties since I
can only imagine my ideal lessons. However, [ was able to get new ideas from teachers who are eager to express to their students how

important and fun learning is. This valuable experience I had in the U.K. will be in effect on my own study.

115



116

BAREEEDHBBREAISEVEIHIDEASIMN?
—XF— - RI—ILTEML-BEERELT—
BEO®ES

1. [FC®HIZ

R R PR EE O RT3 2008 4EICAR, AR (2012 4 ) BRI TWD, ZIIZALNDDOE, SMEREHE O

EHINCHD A ROBERY Chd, 4D HARICES TUTEERFHTHY . HLWVFE RS EEA M LED D14 F TR
%%&%m«z%m)m ZZT, AMETOHEERSLE R THLILT, 5FETOFFEROREIT RO o725 L
WBLER S B AR DI BUIOBENIVIMIC AR, JVRWIFERORELTTIZLEN TEDLIINTRDLDTIFRNTEASD
MEBE R, ZOVR—FCIIMRANICHEL R RF2H TOREOHE IS EZHIHT v, HEEFN ST 2 b, KE
I AARLEO IR AN S ELONDT2D THD, Flxid, AAREEENTLICEBRNAREMSHEL THH Q0D T EE H K
KRk, VWHWPDG8BMILTHY, 2008 FFICZOFHENALIRE OIRFR M THOITh - ZLITRBITH LY, T72bb, K&
SHBRRDEDOO, IGBHEIZBIML TWDHEW) DL EREFE T, B RORESRANHPMLTNDENI SRR T
HRRNDOTHD, T, EEOHBEBLIILE DLHIIRNENRHEOTE55), ZOLR—ITiE, ERICHEE DO~ F— 27—
JLTCHENUT- D02 . “History, French, Drama, Math, Religious Study” Zil L CHBEBLSOEWEFALL S 2 RS T,

2. History DIR%E : BHLER

AARDPER CREEORELIIEDIHREDONEN I, BRERLS B HLME, MR AEEIZIRD > T HRIREEZTT
RE DG T DR KRS TIIARNEA D, LLRNBE, ~vF— « A7 — )L TIThiu QO S o2 31 U7 A
ARTITOAIVTODIE R DR ZELITREE DB D ThH T2,

BEOBEVCHIMI R TOEMED H EMICRAGEEROLE T SO TIRFDIENBIAED . U4 —27 v 7 LU THIEY:
HLUENBFEZHERSELHILETEEL, AREORLWOIIR, JV—7 « D=L TT LB T —var O, 2L CRE
BT LB T —2ab DR E DSV —F « FL BT —ar 2T VIR EFIEThH 72, 22T, RENICE
WTHHEI) T~ Tob D EBINZZET 5,

BHO  AEORLOVWEEREITTRY

HBICRESNCWDET a2 —5F L TR —RA U N CAREOT —< Th D EICBHL TREED BV “to be able to
explain how farming expanded” 23AEFEICHERSIL TN,
B J—T7—4

JEFE DTN D4 « 5 N[ T —T 2l EH /\°U~T\°/r‘/b%ﬁﬁﬁLf®7°v€y%~yay®$1;%75§ﬁé¥mc:ﬁzbzm‘:o
ETCOIN—TNRLT—~DT VLB T —a 7O TIIRL, T—<34 206 TWe, T—<RnE NN TWHH
L, —HTEDI N =T IREDT —=<IZOWVWTHTHAEEIT > TODNNGINLINCTHIZD THAIMN, T—~v I LB
ZHN TV, AKBFOT—<1% “farming” THY., FEFRIZTeF7=27—=<1E. “4 course rotation” “specialization” “Jethro Tull
and the seed drill” “selective breeding” D4 > CToh -7z, Tv 7 hy 7 PC BRI N —FZHE2H5HEINTEBY, £fEbidl
BEGHREDTDITHEAL, BI1H T —=HRAIDIEREIT> T e, £, HRIEDTO O Bi3A v Z—F v b2
CIE7RK, BRI BEAT SV EBHEb B o7z, TOEBHMEIT IR D7 BRSO E I X705 E AL T,
HHEO  HENDIBTY

JEE B DB DN TBE— T DNRAL — TN TN, TORAL—[ZEHECHT, EEELOMMEN G, BREOD
DTHoT, HEPTIIRVD, HEOTHRAIZINAEER TV —T - U= N T/ ar 2 L TR EE A E-T D,
AAFRE DI R FRAY —ZAE> TN LT S5  FE R NAED IR AY — NHE DBEI RSN TNDDTHA), Lol
VERE DA — NGy DBHEPITNDIDNCREZ T DI, HEEL TEERRHLIZL DD HRNLE RSN THAHEIICH E
iz,

CORFETIE, FENIATEIOREDIRV IR ZATV, RED AR A R U BITAEDO B FMEHET L2 T
HHIM B HBNTEADIRIRE T N —TVEH O R =T RN 2% 52 55 OTENTH E R o ole, J—7
U — 2R U CHER BRI AETE B AR o COKARERDD, FERAFHRETHLDNBRENICI NV—T" « T—2
LI ANEDIETHLEEDOME, BRERDDITM A THLLE LI,



3. French MIRE : HHLER

WEDOHE DT CTTTUAGEEHZHEVIZLT, SEFEEL T TUAGBEHZ HEHZETHY, HARANIEGEZS ERE
LTS5 EFL OX5bDThHD, TOIIRRRNERLE, FEEIZBIF L7 T AFEDHFITL THRKENWL DO Th-7T, &
BT — < IREICR T A HEEZ R 2. SOLIZENOLOHGEAEAL TESLT ALV LD ThHh o7, ZEN TR THD LR
Ulzb OBz 5,
HEO - HE

17 =7 A NI BT e, ALOELA FICIEE B AE NI TRY, FIOEEEECIES &, OURHESIV TR,
FEE 2l I 253 — 7 o7,
QR EHE EATAREERA LT Ty 2k —R

AT Ty 2l —REs — AR TELA TROMA TOED, ATAREREL THHERVICLOEN T, EoTHRILA
FTARUINERR T HIENTER, ZDI, 7Ty all—REFHLUIEINXIZAO—BTRboTLEN, EFEDOHEHER
BENEEONT, ZOE0D, 779y al—RIINT— KA MDATAREERA L TATHOTIEAe, EREDHFED IR
EIAEE R RI0RG, EBEIELRPORELED DI, MREEM LIS R R VO TIIRWIEAIN LKL,
MO  XEEY

H AR O SGEHE CHRE AR T 25 A A LS55 SU0N Y EIF D TWAEGEA, EOIINIHZ TWEDTEAID,
RADAFTI~TT, | M LDHEFII~TT, ) Lo dc— U T EZ RHSETWAIICES, L LZORETIE Ml
E~TENTWD, §BI3~72, ) LUVDIDITRBISE T, BARMICHIZZ T 286928, IV ART L TEHWTWD, 1%
ITEHEANTS, | VO loRbDThD, ZOINHZHIET, HBITPEELRTHELRH DT IKL, Wi E 257
BRSO TNDINTE LB,
BHM@  BEOFLHELTDSUMNZY

FRENKARICAD, AP RENBEOBERZL TEEDIZAS TSI, BEMEDDLIDIEAIEB T2, B8k
BT BICERMZ 5 20607, B2V —700IEHL TIWEWIEDOTHY, FHAENE NI IR ENB LR TS
ZEMTETCWANEHDLZEN TELEERIFH TLH LI LI,

4. Drama DIRXE : FHEER

“FT=7 LW DMFBIZRHIZ A ARIZIT RV, BROEEBIBIHIZDLEDIIRL DML L, KEDORELTI=
== ar B EEmD LI E LR OB HESF R, KEREDRELZRITEDETL O THLLE LN, R ERBIR,
HHAVEEES TTOEIL DL, ZL<BHIREHEILOREMEE BT TTHITER Cho72 b ThD, ARREONEIL, H
B CHER T 5 —F R ZMT CTENENNE DI BEN 2 ST EE 2 TOKENHHO T, “to understand the role of the
chorus in Greek Theatre” “to learn the skills needed to work effectively as a chorus” W) HEER Y0y =72 — 2L HHEN T
Wz, ZZTIERI~ORETRLNIFR A TEL AT,
B RORETBAEEENETHD

A—F 2% T HIZDICARNE DI BE LT RENPEERDENIT =< Tholleh, I—F2AOME T 2D,
B2 G AT RR TS LRt FE—DORERMEEVHL, — AT ONEN SHRNIINCEFES > TS TVEN
HHOT, EFELDIZEENOHEM L B ITERTHIL20T T, SHICHHOMITKDOEIEDHZ TRE LT LHL
VOT =T - T—IbHh, FSEEMDOTICRIT DML SERLSERERL TODIDICRA T

ZORFEITEMPB G T HEE LB B YA B s TUEBEATIZENHY, FHIMB EMEE —FE o THER A
B XA TV ERHIGR Thole, RS2 @)L 2B L CTHfitECaia=r—raie ), £ 1ExEDbED
Yo7t ETHoT, HARDEGEROFRHEIZBWT, BETHIES> THEEE LT A7 T2, ZOX57if#a b LI A
NTHHILTREICH T 2E P Nz LS AbWET D [F3a=r—2a B2 E THIE [TERLO TIFRNESI N,

5. Math DIRZE : FHHLEER

B ORELOZITHENTERRPHARIE, ) — b2 T 515 EARRENBVHENS, LiL, BEIZHOWT
FETLIRRECIE, BIOT=Aa—bT7&, AV — %o TEBICa—FORESEFHUL CQVe, ZO7T7ADAEFICE %
BWTHLE, REDBWAIISAETREEZITIZITHD, Fio, BEDWOLITEE TRELITIN, BIERBEICRS
BRONIDNTLATTNDEE > TNEIEBFIRI Th o7, SA~HTEFORELTHILICETHEWZR, b — DR8I

117



118

RHDNHT,
B KRB SEEEZVIYBASESHEH
BEDOYIDIZ, BTN OAETE~ATARICR U S COA I FE RA BB T DL R L. 3~50 M 53 b, FEMA -
72t BEFEPHEHSNTE ZOHPESNIZATARBBUHE ., ESATAREHRURUeNB I h o T 5T M, Fz
(2B TH ST T OIS XD TE T NZDUWLK BT A0 2 JEWYE AL TV, BT DI EN B EDFTLILF T -
TE D> THARFRIE CREICIMHA TV,
O — TRICE - TEMEDOR BTV BEBNIZARICHED DL ORONEBotz, Fio, Bl ZEOE A% F
LU TEEDBLE S E T HZENENTZT KEIZ2ONEK T,

6. Religious study MIZ% : FHYLERE

WML SN TWDFEE ST N — T TRELTHILAFEEEL GREDN TR, ZNERHOELDELTHRETLIONAR
REONE Th-oTz,

B BN —RN\vIE5ZES

KFIZHE T N—T BRREATOHENIBD T, BRI N —TUSMTIBESEEE CLEID TIH RV LB nen, 2212
BN oTz, LWIHDIE, BERITENENDT N —T DRRICKIL T [T 4=~ APNEEZFELRLTNED] E0IHR
HREL . 74—R Ay TlE [ERICE T 28] BIRIE THIDULFEEZRESLIZGTBRW] 228 % / —MIECCLNRELN
T, ol —DOORRPERDLIEITEESFNEERRE T4 — N0 52 TOIZZEBHIR Th Tz,
FRPITOILTODRHHEE FRFN T 52 &2 RSN TWDZE T B DR IR T DB T TR SN D LW Sn, 7
fli + 74 =R ISEDTLITRNVWIETHLLE XD, —HEL, ZOREDOHTRISETOREIZHSTNDIZT TH,
HFEVFHRITKUTRHMZ L TWDAETH A b Rd o7z,

7. BHYIC

WPNORELZEOHE AT EL T, BAROEBFERGLIIRRY, “REEORDW ZFIEHFITRL W, (% BIC
ZOMEEEAT>TNDDTIEAIINEAR BRI IO A MELRBRL CEIZRITLST, 20 “RKEFORLWY ZAEITRT
LVIHZEIE, AEESLENRSLONPEEICESTHETHY ., BAROHFILICHIE R EETORERDOTIIRNEA
IMED, Flo, BRENTOIN—T « U—IDEIFTHRNTHY, EEICHHCERZ 52 E C0D A ROTGEHE
WCBWTAEED B EMEEEIIDRTN—T « U—=7 3L THB N DO ThHHEEZ D125, LD~ F— « 27— /L THRE
AT AN DD A RO FFEBE [T AN CTHDHIEN A RO FGEHE OB A B8 D722 T D TIHRWESS
PR



