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Learning Vocabulary in Another Language (2nd ed.)
l. S. P. Nation, Cambridge, UK : Cambridge University Press,

2013, 640 pp

A valuable resource for those involved in language education,
Learning Vocabulary in Another Language (2013) contains the
information necessary to construct the backbone of a rigorous
and research-supported vocabulary curriculum. Viewing
vocabulary through the lens of his "four strands™ pedagogical
framework, Nation begins the book by outlining the goals of
vocabulary learning. Rather than the haphazard approach
with which most programs and textbooks choose the lexis
for instruction, Nation advocates the use of a corpus-driven
approach to vocabulary learning. In this approach, teachers,
administrators, and researchers alike view students’ learning
as a progression af knowledge from idiosyncratic novice usage
towards native-like competence modelled from frequencies
within large reference corpora. In this way he provides
a road map of sorts for the most efficient and efficacious
vocahulary instruction. Not aversimplifying the matter, Nation
further describes what it means to know a word, explaining
that words are not simply “known” or “not known", but are
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instead networks of associations which are
continually expanded and strengthened.

The book then maves towards pedagogy,
discussing the teaching and learning of
vocabulary as supported by the most recent
research. Rather than outlining a multitude
of tasks which teachers can copy and paste into their lesson
plans (see Nation's other books for mare activity-centered lists),
this book focuses on how students learn best, encouraging
readers to understand the core principles of vocabulary
acquisition in order to create or analyze activities on their
own. Finally, the book closes with an in-depth discussion of the
measurement of vocabulary knowledge and best-practices in
the construction of a vocabulary component within a language
course or curriculum. This book should be considered essential
reading for those interested in effective language education, as
vocabulary knowledge is at the heart of all language learning
and communication.
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