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For content specialists teaching in English and
language educators, The Roles of Language in CLIL
represents an important text, providing a clear
explanation of the ways language can be taught through
the content. The term CLIL refers to Content and
Language Integrated Learning, which arose from the
European Commission's (1996) "1+2 policy" for EU
citizens to be competent in their mother tongue plus
two other EU languages. Though based on the European
context, the book's advice is easily transferrable to
non-European contexts and could be very helpful for
Japanese teachers at the secondary or tertiary level
who see the value of English education through content
learning. The text is, in effect, a guide for those who
want to teach IN English, and links theory to actual
classroom practices that will help educators apply
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best practices to their content
through English teaching. The
interrelationship between "subject
literacies" (genre and register),
classroom interactions, and
language development form the
key aspects addressed in the nine
chapters of the text. Of particular
interest are Chapter 3, which offers advice for a training
portfolio and a structure for curricular planning, and
Chapter 7, which integrates theory and practice.
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