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The underlying process in the transformation of national
ideology into national mythology and the subsequent issues that
arise from the acceptance of national myths are highlighted in one
recently published text. In The Making of Monolingual Japan:
Language Ideology and Japanese Modernity, Patrick Heinrich
(2012) examines the history behind the Japanese myth of being
a monocultural and monolingual society, highlighting the gaps
in the myth and pointing out current realities in Japan's language
ideology. Heinrich traces the historic evolution of Japanese
through the examination of documents related to kokugo mondai
(the problem of a national language). This text provides insight
into the historical process in the development of modern Japanese
and the use of the monolingualism myth in the essentialization of
the Japanese language. The text also serve to reinforce Benedict
Anderson's (1983/1991) work on the ideology of nationalism, its
connection to the creation of a national language, and the use of
this language to create bonds between disparate groups in order
forge the identity of a nation, an action that Anderson termed print
nationalism.

The Making of Monolingual Japan provides the historical
foundation regarding the development of Japan's monolingual
ideology. Each of the nine chapters provides information regarding
the transformation of Japan into a monolingual nation. Chapter 1
is essential for orienting the reader to the various approaches to the
study of language ideology and the approach that he is adopting.
Here, Heinrich draws heavily from the work of Pierre Bourdieu
(1991), adapting from him two terms, "language ideology brokers"
and "linguistic margin." Heinrich defines language ideology
brokers as those involved in the "dissemination and reproduction
.. . of language ideologies" and the linguistic margin as covering
"those whose language is given little prestige" (p. 18). In the
following chapters, Heinrich analyzes and interprets texts from
English and Japanese archives. Some of these archival documents
may be familiar, particularly the controversial Meiji era proposal
by Mori Arinori, Japan's first education minister, to replace the
Japanese language with English (Chapter 2). Less well known are
the archival documents related to a post-WWII proposal by Shiga
Naoya, a prominent novelist at the time, to replace Japanese with
French (Chapter 6). Heinrich points out that this proposal, coming
from a novelist popularly known as the "God of Japanese fiction,"
was as radical at the time as it would have been "if Thomas Mann
had suggested the replacement of German or Emile Zola the
replacement of French" (p. 109).

Though these two proposals on the surface seem similar,
Heinrich points out that they arose from different ideological
perspectives. Chapter 3 traces the development of modern Japanese

The Making of Monolingual Japan: Language Ideology
and Japanese Modernity
Patrick Heinrich, Bristol, U.K.: Multilingual Matters, 2012, viii, 204 pp.

Tamara Swenson

and the issues that were faced in creating a written form of the
language and then spreading this codified version, a task that did
not really get started until 16 years after Mori's initial proposal.
Chapter 4 goes further into the unification of Japanese under the
auspices of linguist Ueda Kazutoshi and the National Language
Research Council. Much of Chapter 4 focuses on Ueda's work as
a language ideology broker and his efforts to promote "language
nationalism" following events such as the annexation of Taiwan
and the victory over Russia in the Russo-Japanese War.

Chapters 5, 7, and 8 are devoted to the minority languages
of Japan. These include the languages spoken by the Ryukuans
and the Ainu, the creole languages spoken on Ogasawara and
Hachijo islands, and the languages spoken by minorities in Japan
(i.e. Korean, Chinese, Portuguese), with most of the discussion
devoted to the Ryukuans. The key point he is making in these
chapters is that these minority language speakers were victims,
with "assimilation . . . the default solution addressing the 'disorder’
represented by ethnolinguistic communities" (p. 123). Points of
interest in these chapters include the side-by-side examination
of the differences in the treatment of Ryukuans and Ainu and the
discussion of the settling of Ogasawara and Hachijo islands, first
by English-language speakers from 1830 and then Japanese in
1876. One point Heinrich makes during his study of the creation
of monolingual Japan is that "language ideology reveals that the
rise and fall of languages have little to do with the merit of these
languages per se. The endangerment and subsequent extinction of
minority languages are consequences of the successful enforcement
of the idea that state, nation and language for a unified whole" (p.
123).

In Chapter 9 Heinrich discusses the consequences of modernist
language ideology and highlights "the difference between claiming
and practicing equality" in language policies (p. 179). The chapter
also discusses the key points in the creation of a unified national
language and the impact of this on Japan's minority language
speakers.

Throughout The Making of Monolingual Japan Heinrich makes
it clear that language homogeneity is an ideology that has been
woven into the very psyche of Japan's national image. Japanese
monolingualism has its roots in a multilingual past.

References
Anderson, B. (1991). Imagined communities: Reflections on the
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Sociolinguistics: A Very Short Introduction
John Edwards, New York: Oxford University Press, 2013, 133 pp.

This slim volume is among the newest additions to Oxford
University Press’s Very Short Introduction series, a collection of
concise general overviews now comprising nearly 500 titles on a
wide range of topics from accounting to world music, each written
in 100 to 250 pages by a scholar in a relevant field. According to
the publisher, each book in the series is meant to provide a “trenchant
and provocative, yet:--balanced and complete” examination of the
key issues, and John Edwards’ impressively succinct survey of
sociolinguistics is no exception.

The book comprises eight chapters of roughly equal length, each
building on the last not only to illustrate language’s dual role as both
functional and symbolic instrument but also to underscore its vital
importance in establishing and maintaining group identity.

While a number of other excellent primers on the subject are
available, the present text features three uncommon elements that
deserve particular mention. First, it offers alternate perspectives on

Paul A. Lyddon

the rarely contested topics of discourse analysis
and language preservation. Second, it devotes
considerable attention to historical linguistic
evidence of changes in social attitudes. Finally,
it includes an engaging discussion of individual
and group naming practices. =)

Although most of the linguistic examples throughout the text
(especially those involving diachronic comparisons) rely on English
and other Western European languages, Edwards is careful to
draw parallels with relevant phenomena from a variety of cultures
around the world. His use of a small number of foreign expressions
without translations may prove a slight annoyance for those with no
background in a Romance language, but it is only a minor quibble.

No such brief text can be all things to all people, but Edwards’
remarkable effort offers something for both inquisitive generalists
and experienced linguists alike and, as such, it is well worth the read.
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RIICC project 2 has continued its focus on language learning
with two presentations this year. In the first presentation
on March 2, 2015, Hiroki Iwai of Osaka University gave a
presentation entitled “Active Learning Using the iPad in a
German class for Beginners and a Multilingual Program.”
Professor Iwai, among many accomplishments, has been
recognized as an Apple Distinguished Educator for his
innovative use of technology in education. He demonstrated
how an Active Learning approach can be enhanced with the use
of iPads. The first part of the presentation focused on the use
of the iPad in a first year German course. He skillfully showed
how devices such as tablet computers have replaced many types
of hardware used in language teaching until recently. The iPad
allows students to do audio and video recording, allows for text
input, text to speech and other functions that used to require
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specialized hardware and software. iPads also support a growing
number of specialized apps allowing for endless opportunities
to enhance the learning of foreign languages. In the second part
of his presentation, he showed how groups of students were
matched with native speakers of little taught languages (Turkish,
Indonesian and Vietnamese) with the help of iPad technology to
learn these languages. These foreign experts served as models
and guides assisted by iPad technology, while Professor Iwai
assumed a unique role as coordinator, designer, and facilitator
which he summarized as “faciliteacher.” In this role he guided
the process of teaching and learning the three languages which
he has no expertise in. This innovative approach to teaching
little taught languages, shows another way that new technology
can be used to enrich the language classroom.

On June 24, 2015 a presentation was given by Michael Burri
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of Wollongong, Australia. Mr. Burri has extensive experience
teaching and researching in Japan, Canada, and Australia.
He gave a presentation entitled “An Insider’s Perspective on
Student Teachers Learning to Teach English Pronunciation.”
He claimed that the impact of language teacher education
on cognition continues to remain inconclusive, especially
in the area of pronunciation —
pedagogy. In order to study this
question, he explored how the
beliefs and knowledge of 15
postgraduate student teachers
developed during a pronunciation
pedagogy course offered at an
Australian university. Following
an overview of the study, he
discussed findings in light of
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the most prominent area of cognition change, native and non-
native teacher cognition, and pre-service and in-service teacher
cognition. One of his most important findings was that through
their experience, teachers tended to change their idea of what
the goal of teaching pronunciation was. At the beginning
half the students thought accent reduction was or might be
the goal of teaching pronunciation,
while at the completion of the course
over 80% disagreed with this notion.
He concluded with implications for
language teacher educators and for L2
instructors teaching pronunciation in
their classroom. His findings indicate
the importance of the role of English
varieties and accents in the teaching and
learning of English pronunciation.
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