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Abstract

The class titled “Overseas Study” at my college teaches “relativisticization” of one’'s own
subculture, by comparing with a different subculture existing within one’s own country and of
one's own culture, by comparing with a different culture that exists outside of one’s country.
The stories of Japanese who are of different genders, ages, or occupational groups mingling
with one another as well as of Japanese mingling with other non-Japanese whether in foreign
countries or in Japan help the students to realize that different subcultures exist in Japan just
as different cultures exist in the world. Three different categories of situations were analyzed:
(Dsituations where incidents of subculture shock took place between two Japanese groups, (2)
situations where incidents of culture shock took place between a Japanese national and a non-
Japanese and (3 situations where incidents of culture shock took place between a group of
non-Japanese and another group of non-Japanese. Ethnocentrism and cultural relativism were

analyzed through critical thinking skills, which included deductive and inductive reasonings,
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abduction, the hypothetico-deductive method and argumentation.

Key words: Relativisticization of One’s Own Subculture and Culture, Ethnocentrism,
Cultural Relativism, Critical Thinking
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An example is the way traditional clothing changed. In traditional Balinese society
most women wore nothing from the waist upward, the lower half of the body being covered
by a full-length sarong. When Europeans began to arrive they were shocked by the sight
of partially-clothed females. Soon after, social pressures forced the women of the island to
begin wearing blouses.

At the same time, Balinese men had rarely seen a woman'’s ankles. When some
Balinese women adopted the shorter skirts of Europeans, many islanders were just as
offended as the Europeans had been to see women without blouses.

This is a prime example of the conflicts that tourism frequently produces. When there
is a clash of value systems and moral beliefs, social change often occurs; this is natural. But
when one country is more powerful than the other, it is usually the weaker one that adapts
its customs.
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