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Abstract

This paper investigated the historical background of South Korea's nuclear development
program that had begun since 1971. This research places importance on the influence of
neighboring countries’ policy changes as well as the political influence of the Nixon Doctrine.
The result of analysis, the three following points became clear. To begin with, how did the
South Korea recognize Chinese nuclear threat, and how high was the reliability of U. S. nuclear
umbrella for Korean? Then, how did South Korea judge the gap between the haves and the
have-nots in the NPT system? Finally, how did South Korea explore the possibility of the

Japanese nuclear weapon program after the end of the 1960s?
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