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Abstract

This report attempts to record the experience of eight OJU students volunteering in the
annual conference of the International Association of Transactional Analysis held in Osaka in
August 2013. Supported by the OJ management, staff and faculty members, students did well
fulfilling various job responsibilities. It was also the first time that our students have worked as
volunteer interpreters in conference sessions.

There have been opportunities for our students to volunteer in international English
teacher conferences in Japan, but the details of recruiting, training and their performance
assessments have not been documented.

There is no doubt that OJT (on-the-job training) brings multiple benefits to students, such
as using their English skills in a real situation, working in a team, and trying higher level skills
of interpreting. By documenting the details of the students’ experience, the author wishes to

make this report useful for those who may be organizing OJT programs in the future.
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Interpreting skills are specialized skills in a particular setting, so OJT gives a reality
check for students who are used to studying only in a class room with ‘artificiality problems’.
Translation exercises in formal training are by definition artificial. Although texts or speeches
may be taken from professional reality, at school they are processed under artificial
conditions. They may therefore be less relevant and less efficient as pedagogical tools than
texts assigned to trainees on the job training. Similarly, knowledge acquired at OJT is by

definition totally relevant, while knowledge acquired at schools is not.
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1. Waves of grief by Ann Heathcote (UK)
2 . Mutually beneficial process of research and practical work by Roland

Johonsson(Sweden)
3. Linking TA with Shanbhala principle by Nancy Porter-Steel and Curtis Steel
(US/Canada)
4. New beginnings in Transactional training by Sabine Klingenberg (Germany)
5. Recovery and rebirth of embodied relational mind by John Heath(UK)
6 . Chinese scripts by Thomas Ohlsson (Sweden)
7 . What do you say to your clients after they say goodbye to themselves? by Tommy

Kvarnloef (Sweden)
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