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The Effect of Taking “Critical Thinking” Class on Developing
the Skills for Refutation and Argumentative Writing
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Abstract

The class called “Critical Thinking” started at Osaka University of Human Sciences in
2009. This paper is to answer the research question of whether taking this class would have a
positive effect on developing the subjects’ skills for refutation and for argumentative writing.
It was proved that refutation teaching and argumentative writing teaching had an effect
on developing the two above-mentioned skills through Analysis of Variance and LSD. The
refutation teaching means to have the subjects understand why the typical global errors were
made by some classmates while the argumentative writing teaching means to have them make

argumentative writing by understanding their own global and local errors.
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