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Teaching the pronunciation of English as a lingua franca
Walker, Robin (2011). Oxford University Press
#2N%E . Brian Teaman AZ#Hi%

As a volume in the series of Oxford
Handbooks for Language Teachers,this

book demonstrates useful concepts and

provides resources for teachers and
administrators who are interested in s
learning about or applying lingua franca |
concepts to the teaching of pronunciation. o
For those unfamiliar with the idea of English as a Lingua
Franca (ELF), Walker defines it as “English taught to non-
native speakers so that they can communicate principally with
each other, usually in the absence of native speakers.” ELF
adherents point out that even so-called native speakers are often
mutually unintelligible which leads one to question whether the
native speaker is actually the best model for language learners.
The book consists of six chapters, three appendices and an
audio CD. Chapter | serves as a general introduction to ELF
with a focus on the history of the concept and a look at three
important issues that are foundational to ELF: variation, accent
and intelligibility. Also in the first chapter is a comparison
of three different approaches to pronunciation: the standard
native speaker, the single world standard, and ELF based on
the Lingua Franca Core (LFC). Chapter 2 describes the LFC
in an attempt at defining target sounds central to ELF. Chapter
3 outlines ten concerns about ELF and attempts to answer
these concerns by describing six benefits of ELF. Chapter 4
provides helpful techniques and materials for teaching ELF
pronunciation. Chapter 5 demonstrates ELF concepts for ten
languages written by experts for each language. The Japanese
section (pp. 114-118) covers pronunciation difficulty for
Japanese speakers and how ELF thinking applies to them.
Chapter 6 considers ELF planning and assessment as a
The CD

has 20 tracks of spontaneous monologues and dialogues of

further aid for teachers and curriculum developers.

ten different speakers. This is followed by ten tracks of the
ten different speakers reading the same passage. The three
appendices include transcripts and pronunciation notes for
the audio included on the CD. The CD and appendices are
important resources that will serve as an excellent reference for
considering ELF principles for pronunciation by using actual
data. The applicability of ELF to Japan is not a given in all
contexts, but ELF thinking certainly contributes some useful
principles worthy of any program making this a valuable book
for all to read.
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