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Computers for real communication 

  “At first, computers were seen as modern language labs - a way to 
increase efficiency by increasing the possibilities for drill and practice, 
or by emulating what might be called the teacher's knowledge base and 
doling that out to the students. But association of the computer lab with 
the aural-oral language lab dinosaur has always been spurious. 
Language labs were designed for little purpose other than to mechanize 
the audio-lingual method. A computer lab on the other hand contains 
equipment and components that students can use and relate to in many 
aspects of their real lives, many of which have now become accepted 
means of communication themselves. Given these many relationships 
between computers and how we have come to communicate in a 
modern world, the most potentially successful paradigms to employ 
them in language learning today, I believe, involve using them in such a 
way that they do an end run around the teacher and this concept of 
teaching itself and put students in direct touch with other target 
language speakers in authentically communicative situations.” 

     Stevens, V. (2004). The skill of communication: Technology brought to    
bear on the art of language learning. TESL-EJ, 7(4). Retrieved April 9, 
2005, from http://cwp60.berkeley.edu:16080/TESL-EJ/ej28/int.html 
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Definitions in disciplinary context 

After plays became an established genre, Shakespeare 
could write that “all life’s a stage.” Each successive 

medium redefines the previous media and renders 

them identifiable in terms of paradigms. Concepts 

such as “offline,” “f2f” and even “analog” used as a 

loanword in Japanese discourse arose from the 

newly established digital online media, rendering 

previously taken-for-granted assumptions about 

classroom education identifiable as a paradigm. A 

second meaning of “stage” could apply to successive 

educational media, where for example CAI, CALL 

and Network-based Language Learning are not 

defined in the abstract but in practice, contextualized 

in the historical development of a discipline.  



     Networking                Mentoring 

 Making relationships and sustaining dialogue: 

Discussion lists, e-mail, online conferences 

 Maintaining Web presence: 

Websites, links, online articles, blogs, etc. 

 Sharing professional expertise & resources: 

Online communities & virtual organizations 

Gain access to try various VLEs, LMSs, etc. 

Leveraging the above means of networking  

 International mentors become readily available 

 Mentoring via writing or conferencing with ICT 

 

 



Multilingual sites start at www.waoe.org 



WAOE Milestones 

 1996- Teaching in the Community Colleges Online Conferences  
 April 1998 Keynote Address proposing WAOE / discussions 

continue via conference mailing list (Univ. of Hawaii)  

 BBS Constitutional Convention   

 www.waoe.org domain registered from Estonia  

 WAOE becomes an NPO (California State Univ. representative) 

 Affiliated Journal of Online Education  (New York Univ.) 

 August 1998- Online elections, parliamentary procedures 

 Board of Directors, Coordinating Ring from all over the world 

 1999- World Culture Festival; Multilingual WAOE project started 

 2000- Membership dues abolished 

 2002- Hosting African, Russian and other non-WAOE initiatives 

 2003- WAOE hosted at Portland State Univ. as a continuing 

contribution to international society 

http://www.waoe.org/


  Online conference keynote movie 





Brainstorming e-Learning concepts 



 Widely distributed  

  course elements 

  (globalized classroom) 



WebCT Course Homepage 



Student homepage function 



Login screen to enter a conference 



HorizonLive audioconference 
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WebCT 

site 

used 

for 

its 
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Wimba 

voice 

functions 

 



Voice Board (asynchronous BBS) 







For Further Research 

surf to: www.waoe.org/steve 

or www.waoe.org/mentor 
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