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Abstract

Several government measures to improve teacher’s professional competences are being
planned and carried out now. MEXT has started to reconsider the present way of acquiring
the regular teacher certificate, which presently is attained by completing the teacher
training curricula at a 4-year higher education institution. In fact, the teacher certificate
renewal system started three years ago. This paper describes the improvement of teacher’s
qualifications and abilities, and discusses how teachers of English should cope with their
professional competence development, and what measures teacher training courses should

take.
Key words: English language teacher, development of professional competences, lesson
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