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A Consideration on the Criticism of the “Matsukawa Trial” by Kazuo
Hirotsu in Relation to the Concept of Responsibility in the Present World
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Abstract

In this article, the author tries to make clear why Kazuo Hirotsu, a Japanese novelist,
made a continuous effort after the Second World War to criticize the “Matsukawa Trial”, an
effort apparently quite apart from his literary activities, through investigating his literary works.
His criticism of the “Matsukawa Trial” was a historical example of that of discourse of power,
a kind of so-called cultural violence in terminology of modern peace studies, justifying unjust
death penalty and severe punishment. This problem is not only interesting in itself but gives

us many implications to the problems of today, especially to that of responsibility.
Key words: Kazuo Hirotsu as a novelist, criticism of the “Matsukawa Trial”, discourse of

power as cultural violence, alternative discourse, responsibility
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