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Economic Rationality and Funerary Culture in Korea:
A Case Study of Namhae, Gyeongsang Nam-do

Satoru Tanaka
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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the changing process of funerary culture in contemporary
Korea with reference to modern economic rationality. The cemetery reforms of Namhae
County are good examples to explain the transition from interment to natural burial with
cremation in Korea. This paper points out that this transition was motivated by the tendency
which regards a graveyard as “an unproductive ground” and intends to increase the
productivity of the land by minimizing the cemetery area.

This research concludes that the change of funeral culture in Korea is therefore
conditioned on modern economic rationality. At the same time, it argues that it is
indispensable to take this economic rationality into account in the study of the funerary

culture in contemporary Korea.
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