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Abstract

A change in the social setting of the junior college and the university is in progress not
only due to the population decline but also in the reality that conformity to the societal
expectations is severely urged. In that sense, both the junior college and the university,
regardless of their institutional category, have been exposed to brutal competition. Also in the
context of international interchange, it is thought that cooperation and competition are two
sides of the same coin and have a decisive influence on the state of the junior college and the
university in our country.

This paper will revisit the nature of the university and the problem of the junior college

from the perspective of their raison d’etre amid changes in the social setting.

Key words: higher education, short-term “university”, ambiguity, living world, societal

demand for learning
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