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Integrated Studies:
A new concept for instruction at OJC

#i#&#& Deryn P. Verity, Ph.D.

As of April, 2011, the first-year English curriculum at
0JC’s Tandai will feature a series of new English classes.
Instead of studying reading, writing, and discussion in separate
modules, first-year students will practice listening, speaking,
reading and writing together in one class. This program, called
Integrated Studies, meets for a total of 8 hours per week for the
entire year, with each student studying English under 4 different
teachers over two semesters.

Each class is organized around a conceptual theme. Both
commercial textbooks and original, innovative collections of
readings, compiled by OJC faculty members, are used. The
themes are broad, and open to generous interpretation as the
program is piloted for its first year.

During Spring semester, in Integrated Studies 1: Identity
(IS1—taught by native speakers of English), students will
read, speak, and write about topics such as life goals, past and
future achievements, personal and cultural traits, and career
aspirations. Integrated Studies 2: Discovery (IS2—taught by
native speakers of Japanese) will address a variety of cultural
topics, such as language and culture, cultural values, non-verbal
communication, health care, safety, and social interaction. In
the Fall, both IS classes (IS3: Community and IS4: Equality)
will focus on global issues such as social justice, human rights,
food and water supply issues, poverty, war and peace, and
environmental pollution.

Central to the design of this program is the PROJECT and
the PORTFOLIO. Projects are integrated language practice
activities, done in collaboration with one or more partners,
comprising a 3-part cycle of gathering information, working

with the information (analyzing, organizing, interpreting,
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questioning), and, finally, presenting it in some form. Projects
may result in oral reports, poster presentations, PowerPoint
talks, dramatized dialogues, podcasts or short films, the

publication of brochures, compilations of writings, or essays,

or even a class book or multi-media production. At the end of

each semester, students will compile their best work into a Final
Portfolio, write a reflective comment on the work, and submit it
for consideration.

Rhetorical patterns will be interwoven into the language
practice at all levels: in IS1, for example, the focus is on
Ilustration. Students will learn to gather specific details and
examples to support and illustrate main ideas. In IS2, the
rhetorical focus is Comparison/ Contrast. Using rhetorical
organization in speaking and listening practice as well as in
more traditional reading and writing activities, the IS program
aims to give students more complete mastery of the four
rhetorical patterns that are common to all OJC academic classes:
[lustration, Compare and Contrast, Cause and Effect, and
Persuasion.

Interest and anticipation are high for the new program as

the new academic year approaches.

Experiential
learning

Three part cycle of “Gather — Analyze— Report”
through experiential learning acress subjects
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