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Chinese-loan-word SASERU Verb and Its Status
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Abstract

Japanese is a language having many Chinese-loan-word verbs which can operate as
both intransitive and transitive verbs, without changing their form. However, those Chinese-
loan-word verbs sometimes change their form by attaching SASERU to create sentences with
transitive verbs, even though those Chinese-loan-word verbs could operate as transitive verbs
without changing their form. In this paper, we shall discuss what causes such an effect where
not Chinese-loan-word SURU verbs, but Chinese-loan-word SASERU verbs should be used. As a
result, it will be found that Chinese-loan-word SASERU verbs should be used in situations where
1) intransitive-Chinese-loan-word verbs having identical form in intransitive and transitive uses
are used as transitive verbs  2) the subjects are inanimate in the sentence containing transitive
verbs 3) we need to clarify the relationship between modifiers and the words being modified

4) we make actions have a kind of will 5) we need to clarify that the sentence is a sentence

having a transitive verb; this is because the sentence has no object with o-case.
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